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Coal mining film to be
shown Wednesday

“Plundering Appalachia:
The Tragedy of Mountain-
top-Removal Coal Mining”
will be screened at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the commu-
nity room of the Davisville
Apartments, 1221 Kennedy
Place. The doors will open
at 6:30 p.m. with a short
film preceding the feature
film.

“Plundering Appalachia”
celebrates the growing
movement led by 
Appalachian citizens to stop
mountaintop-mining, heal
their communities, and
“fight the industry’s dirty
lie that coal is clean,” says
event organizer Rodney
Robinson of Davis.

Admission is free, but 
donations are appreciated.

Seminar set on scams
targeting seniors

Assemblywoman Mariko
Yamada, D-Davis, in part-
nership with the Contrac-
tors State License Board,
will present a free con-
sumer education seminar
Thursday to inform seniors
about the threat of scams
and fraud that target older
Americans.

The workshop will run
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Woodland Community and
Senior Center, 2001 East
St., in Woodland.

A panel of experts from
various fields will discuss
the following types of
scams: home improvement
and repairs; auto repair, 
financial; telecommunica-
tion; real estate and other
frequently used scams. 

Panelists include repre-
sentatives from the Contrac-
tors State License Board; the
state Department of Con-
sumer Affairs’ Bureau of
Automotive Repair; Depart-
ment of Corporations; Public
Utilities Commission; 
Department of Real Estate;
Yolo County District Attor-
ney’s Office; and Woodland
Police Department.

Those planning to attend
the workshop are asked to
RSVP by calling (707) 455-
8025 or e-mailing assembly
member.yamada@
assembly.ca.gov.

Other Voice to host 
poetry reading Friday

The Other Voice, spon-
sored by the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Davis,
will present a reading by two

poets, Sharon Campbell and
Taylor Graham, at 7:30 p.m.
Friday in the library of the
church, 27074 Patwin Road.

Campbell studied the
Great Books at St. John’s
College and is a doctoral
candidate in social thought
at the University of Chica-
go. Her poem, “Little Boy
Blue,” won first prize in the
2010 Jack Kerouac Poetry
Contest sponsored by Blue
Moon Review and John
Natsoulas Gallery. She
makes frequent appear-
ances at the Bistro 33 Poet-
ry Night Open Mic.

Graham is a volunteer
search-and-rescue dog han-
dler in El Dorado County.
Her poems have appeared
in American Literary 
Review, International Poet-
ry Review, The Iowa 
Review, The New York
Quarterly, Notre Dame 
Review, Poetry Interna-
tional, Southern Humani-
ties Review and elsewhere,
and she’s included in the
anthology, “California Poet-
ry: From the Gold Rush to
the Present” (Santa Clara
University, 2004).

Refreshments and open-
mike follow the reading, so
attendees are invited to
bring a poem to share.

Auction and dinner 
to benefit I-House 

International House,
Davis, invites local resi-
dents to attend its ninth 
annual fundraising auction
Saturday at 10 College Park
in Davis. Doors will open at
5:30 p.m., dinner will be
served at 6 p.m. and a live
auction will follow at 7 p.m.

The buffet dinner will
feature casseroles prepared
by a chef from The Tea
List, along with fresh win-
ter salad from the Davis
Food Co-op and rolls and
butter from Sodexo. 
I-House docents will pro-
vide home-made desserts.

The auction will include
summer home rentals and
vacation getaways, along
with works of art donated by
artists Chris Dewees, Han-
nah Hunter, Ray Borton,
Marilyn Judson and Jeffrey
Granett. Former Davis May-
or Maynard Skinner and
Sean Duggan, president of
the I-House board, will
serve as auctioneers.

Tickets at the door will be
$25.

For more information,
visit http://www.internation
alhouse.org or call (530)
753-5007.
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Have you seen a dog show?
What about Chris Perondi’s
“Extreme Canines Stunt Dog
Show” (http://www.stuntdog
guy.com)? 

It all started 13 years ago
when Perondi adopted a shel-
ter dog, Pepper. Today, Per-
ondi and his amazing canines
perform across the United
States and have appeared on
“Oprah,” Nickelodeon and
Animal Planet. Confetti, Per-
ondi’s most recent shelter
dog adoption, is featured in
this month’s column.

Perondi writes, “I started a
local Frisbee dog club in my
area to encourage people to
spend more time with their
pets. Next I got asked to do
many local demos for non-
profit events, schools, etc.
Soon after, I got super-
hooked and adopted a couple
more dogs.

“I adopted Pepper in 1996,
started competing in 1998,
started the club at the end of
1998 … started my own show
in 1999. Pepper and I won
the Incredible Dog Challenge
Nationals in 2000 in St. Louis,
Mo., and were named the
best Frisbee dog in the U.S.

“In 2001, I went full-time
performing with my dogs and
was offered an opportunity I
couldn’t pass up. I performed
on stage at a wildlife park in
Long Island, N.Y., from
Memorial Day through 
Labor Day 2001. From that
summer on I knew what I
was called to do.

“I adopt all my dogs from
pounds, shelters and rescue
groups. My mission is to pro-
mote pet adoption, urge spay
and neutering, and encour-
age people to spend more

time with their pets. Any dog
that has a high prey and toy
drive is a good candidate for
tricks, stunts, Frisbee, agility
and flyball. 

“I love showing audiences
how incredible shelter dogs
can be. Hearing a crowd
cheer and applaud for my
dogs that were once in the
pound and on death row is an
indescribable feeling. It
brings joy to my heart know-
ing I’m making a difference
in this world by bringing a
positive message to commu-
nities nationwide. If someone
goes home and adopts a shel-
ter pet or spends more time
with their current pets, then
my message is getting across
and that is the exact reason I
love doing this.

“(Pepper) is still with me
today, sitting under my desk
at 13 years old. I adopted him
as a little pup and I always
used to say, ‘He trained me.’
It was just a hobby for me
and somehow Pepper took it
to the next level and I was
like … ‘Whoa, this dog has
some serious potential, I won-
der if there are any competi-
tions I can enter him in.’ ” 

The rest is history. Perondi
and his canine pals live near
Stockton. This year, they
have more than 500 perform-
ances scheduled. 

Happy tails: A friend told
Perondi about an energetic
cattle dog mix who had been
adopted and returned to Yolo
County Animal Services. The
next day, Perondi drove to
Woodland and adopted her
on the spot.

He writes, “(Confetti’s) 
energy, level of focus, drive,
and, of course, ‘cuteness’
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Chris Perondi and former Yolo County shelter dog Confetti
practice tricks. Confetti recently joined the “Extreme Canines
Stunt Dog Show.” Perondi plans to have her performing in
pre-shows this summer.

Perondi, stunt dogs promote adoption

made her a perfect candi-
date!

“She is learning very fast.
She is catching flying discs,
of course, and doing what I
like to call multiples where-
by she catches one, drops it,
then immediately catches 
another one. This is the foun-
dation for a good freestyle
disc catching routine. She is
learning to weave through
my legs, jump over my body
and arms, walk on her hind
legs and dance, spin (chase
her tail on cue) and roll over.

“Her favorite pal is defi-
nitely Flashy Ferrari. Ferrari
is my main superstar. She is
3 years old and was the MVP
of last season. I think (Con-
fetti) looks up to Ferrari and

wants to be like her.” 
This summer, Perondi

hopes to have Confetti in pre-
shows that warm up the
crowd and “… to have her
start making appearances in
actual shows by the end of
the season.”

Perondi wants to give Con-
fetti a stage name. He writes,
“Maybe your readers have
some suggestions?” E-mail
names to
chris@stuntdog.com.

Ways to help: Volunteer,
donate and, if you want to
adopt a pet, check our local
shelters and rescues.

— Evelyn Dale of Davis is
a volunteer and advocate for
shelter animal welfare. This
column appears monthly.

Paws for thought
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A free, public seminar titled
“Raising Responsible Chil-
dren with Respectable Disci-
pline” will be offered from 9
to 11:30 a.m. Saturday at Pole
Line Road Baptist Church,
770 Pole Line Road, Davis.

Leading the seminar will be
Debra Wiegel, licensed mar-
riage and family therapist in
Woodland and instructor for
the Yolo County Foster and
Kinship Care Education pro-
gram.

Parenting
class planned


